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thee, some of thy people may come on board, and the
others may take passage in another vessel, which will
follow us/ Yunas agreed to this proposal, placed some
persons on board, and waited with his two sons on the
shore for the other vessel. After awhile he perceived a
ship, and, desirous to obtain a passage therein, went on
board. On this occasion the foot of one of his sons slipped,
he fell into the water, and was drowned; meanwhile, a wolf
arrived and robbed him of his other son. After Yunas had
thus been struck by a double misfortune, ho knew that a
calamity sent from above was impending over him. In
consequence of this accident he entered the vessel on
board of which the rest of his family had embarked before,
and joined it; but when the ship had begun the voyage
and was well, in the sea, it stood in the midst of it, as it-
were, on a high and dry spot, by the command of the
Omnipotent Inscrutable One, whilst other vessels passed on
the right and left of it, asking the crew why they were
stationary, and they'replied: 'We know it not!' YYmas.
however, said: 'If you know not the reason, I know it'
They pressed him, and lie continued: ' A servant has fled
from his master, and has embarked on board this ship,
which will not move from its place unless you throw him
into the sea.'122 They asked: ' Who is that servant ?' He
replied: ' I.' But as they knew him to be a prophet of
God, they said: 'The Lord forbid that we should throw
thee into the sea; on the contrary, we consider our escape
out of this vortex of perdition to depend upon thy noble
existence.' Yftnas continued : ' Let us cast lots, and let us
throw him into the water whose name comes up.' This
having been done, the name of Yfinas appeared, whereon his
lordship again requested the crew to throw him overboard;
but they refused, arid said: ' The lot sometimes hits wrong
,and sometimes right/ Another trial was then made, but
his name again came forth. Yiinas repeated his request
again, and the people again demurred to eject him. The

m Jonah, ch. i, 12 : ' And he said unto them, Take me up and cast
mo forth into the sea.'